
 
 

A Call to Action: A Vision 
for Equity and Excellence 
for Families and Children 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Participants will discuss subtle ways in which many families experience inequalities in 
their communities. 

2. Participant will recognize how economic inequality is a problem that affects all racial 
and ethnic groups and how to support parents and families to advance their own 
interests through education, training, and other experiences that support their 
parenting, careers, and life goals. (Family Engagement Goal 4). 

3. Participants will create action steps to promote family engagement initiative 
opportunities for parents to identify their strengths as leaders/advocates and to use 
them in the program and community (Family Engagement Goal 7). 



THE MARYLAND, EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 



Where were you when … ? 



 The History of  American  Education 



  Fair ‘n Square 



ACTIVITY 



   
 

Equity Literacy 

The idea is to place equity, rather than 
culture, at the center of  the conversation. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT 

Children and their families are more likely to 
thrive when they live in communities with 

strong social and cultural institutions; positive 
role models; and the resources to provide 
safety, good schools and quality support 

services. 





Where do we go from here? 



  

 
  
 

 
 

Paul Gorski for EdChange and the Equity Literacy 
Institute. 

“Practice the ethic of  working WITH rather 
than working ON marginalized communities. 
Commit to equity and social justice, not just in 
the content of  equity work, but also in 
processes for doing that work.” 



 
Those closer to the pain are closer to the solution! 

Understand the current challenges and identify solutions
that strongly influence life outcomes. 

• Education 
• Employment and Entrepreneurship 
• Community Resources 
• Health and Medical Care 
• Healthier Lifestyles 



 

 

Getting started on an action plan 

• Collaborate with families to identify an outcome or goal(s) to strengthen 
family engagement and improve outcomes for children and families. 

• Work with families to identify the strategies to focus on to meet the goal. 

• Assist with defining the specific, concrete action steps to make progress in 
each strategy. 

• Help families set a time frame for accomplishing tasks. 

• Celebrate families when a measure of  success has been met. 





  

  

Thank you! 

XYZ the end result LLC 
Childhood Training 

The EXceptional Years Zone 
Where preparing life-long learners is the end result! 

Petrea Hicks  M. Ed. 
Email: xyztheendresult@gmail.com 
Website: xyzchildhoodtraining.org 

mailto:xyztheendresult@gmail.com
https://xyzchildhoodtraining.org



